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The opening March weekend saw a dramatically lower box office than the same weekend in 
2019. The 2019 opening March weekend saw the release of Captain Marvel, which alone 
earned over US3 million domestically that weekend, compared to the 2020 weekends 
biggest film, Onward, with around US million.2122 The next weekend saw the lowest total 
US box office intake since the October 30-November 1, 1998 weekend, with lower 
percentage drops than the weekend after 911, at US.3 million.3 Onward itself saw the 
biggest weekend-to-weekend drop of any Pixar film, making .5 million, though was still the 
weekends biggest film and the only one to make over million.3 On March 19, Walt Disney 
Studios and Universal Pictures announced that they would no longer report box office 
figures.23 Comscore therefore announced the next day that it would indefinitely suspend its 
reporting of box office estimates and charts.24 On March 26, 2020, after local transmission 
of the virus had dropped to 0% in China, movie theaters there began to re-open, with 
reports that 250-500 theaters were opening, but the next day authorities again closed all 
movie theaters in the country.2526 


The Tribeca Film Institute, a fundraising and educational non-profit, suspended operations 
on September 1, 2020, due to uncertainties surrounding our new reality. The Tribeca Film 
Festival which operates under the same parent company will continue.76 The Provincetown 
International Film Festival and its associated non-profit laid off its newly hired CEO and 
eight other staff members in 2020 due to the pandemic.77 The San Diego International Film 
Festival, held in October 2020, screened both online and on drive-in screens.78 In 
September 2021, it was announced that a person with COVID-19 attended several 
screenings at the 2021 Toronto International Film Festival. Films affected included Dune, 
Bergman Island and The Humans.79 


The lack of theatrical releases from Hollywood studios resulted in an anime film—Demon 


Slayer: Mugen Train—becoming the first-ever non-Hollywood film to top the annual 
worldwide box office. The film benefited from Japans relative control of the pandemic at the 
time of its release, the popularity of the franchise, and reduced competition from 
international films.120121 With both Los Angeles and New York City having allowed 
cinemas to reopen by March 2021, it was expected that film distributors would be more 
confident in releasing higher-profile films.122123 During that month, Disney announced 
that Black Widow would open in theaters on July 9, 2021 and would also be available on 
Disney+ the same day with Premier Access, following the same release strategy that was 
used for one of the companys other films, Raya and the Last Dragon.124 Two more of 
Disneys films, Cruella and Jungle Cruise, were also given this hybrid release.124125 
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